Summer 2018

Volume 20, Issue 2

Matheson History Museum
Newsletter
Brick by Brick
By Joanna Grey Talbot
Marketing Director

Peggy Macdonald, Ph.D.—Executive
Director
Board of Directors

The Matheson history spans over 150 years in Gainesville. The
historic Matheson House was constructed in 1867. James
Douglas and his wife, Augusta, were key members of
downtown society. The Matheson store was located on the
Courthouse square. Their son, Christopher, became a lawyer
and practiced in Gainesville and also served as mayor for eight
terms. In 1919 he decided to enter the ministry and moved to
Oklahoma to lead a Presbyterian church. There he met Sarah
Hamilton, a teacher from Davidson, North Carolina. They fell
in love, married, and moved into the family home in
Gainesville after Chris’s retirement.
Chris died in 1952 and Sarah continued the family legacy. She
was the first female elder at First Presbyterian Church in
Gainesville and was involved with many civic organizations. A
world traveler, she visited many countries, taught in South
Korea, and spoke all over Florida about the state’s history and
her world travels.

Chris & Sarah
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Through the work of Helen Cubberly Ellerbe and the Alachua
County Historical Society, of which Sarah was an early president,
Sarah deeded the 1867 Matheson House to the society to ensure its
preservation. In 1994 Sarah oversaw the opening of the Matheson
History Museum and as they say, the rest is history.
Brick by brick, the Matheson’s legacy has been built by concerned
citizens, preservationists, historians, volunteers, staff, Board
members, and lovers of history. That legacy grew last year when the
Matheson Library & Archives (MLA) was officially opened in
October. It has quickly become a welcoming place for researchers
and visitors alike to learn more about Alachua County and Florida’s
Sarah Matheson rich history. On average our librarian, Bobby Parker, assists 30
researchers a month whether in person or via the phone or email.
at the opening of
the Matheson
History Museum

The MLA also has a strong group of volunteers who are working to
preserve and share our archives. Unfortunately, because of the
dramatic slash in state funding we have been unable to purchase
laptops and a second scanner for volunteer use. They have to bring in their personal
computers in order to complete the work. We are also working to preserve the original
stained glass windows from when the building served as the Melting Pot restaurant. The
windows were created by local artists and we would love to install them in the MLA as a
beautiful art piece.
This is where you come in! Throughout the summer we will be fundraising for these two
projects. You can either give a donation via the website (www.mathesonmuseum.org/
give) or mail it to the museum. The more exciting option is to purchase an engraved
brick to be placed in front of one the MLA’s two front doors. You can honor a loved one
or promote your business! More information can be found on page 2.
Brick by brick we can accomplish so much - together!
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Clockwise: Researchers hard at work in the Library & Archives;
Volunteer Hector Moreno Ruiz is working to scan the museum’s
photograph files; Volunteer Jarrett Hill is working to scan the
museum’s vertical files; Owner Hope Meucci in the former Melting Pot
restaurant in front of the stained
glass windows.

BRICK BY BRICK
MLA FUNDRAISER
Bricks are $250 each and
will be installed in front
of one of the two front
doors of the MLA.
To place your order:
•

Visit the museum and
pick up an order
form. Then you can
mail the form in with
your check.

OR
• Go to the museum’s
website at
www.mathesonmuse
um.org/brickcampaign to
download the order
form and pay online.
Questions? Contact Peggy
Macdonald at
director@mathesonmuse
um.org or 352-378-2280.
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WE WANT YOUR YEARBOOKS!
The Matheson Library & Archives has a wonderful collection of local yearbooks
from elementary schools to universities, public to private. If the school is/was
located in Alachua County we want it to be included in our collection. If the
school did not create yearbooks but took class photos we would love to preserve
those as well!
If you are interested in donating please contact our librarian, Bobby Parker, at
librarian@mathesonmuseum.org or 352-872-5344.

UPCOMING EXHIBITION
Gators and Beyond: A Sports History of Alachua County
Opening in August
From the earliest days of the East Florida Seminary up to today
when the Gators dominate, sports have always been part of the
fabric of Alachua County. However, there is more to the story than
just the University of Florida. Gators and Beyond: A Sports History
of Alachua County, examines lesser known sports teams like the GMen baseball team and the Fighting Terriers of Lincoln High
School alongside stories like the first female cheerleader at UF.
Eunice Nixon,
This exhibit was made possible by a gift from Rick and
one of the first
Barbara Anderson.
female
cheerleaders at
the University
of Florida

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

A Certain Loneliness: A Memoir
Book Launch with Sandra Lambert
Friday, September 14
6:30pm - Free
Quest for Blackbeard: The True Story of Edward Thache
and His World
“Talk Like a Pirate” Day with Baylus Brooks
Wednesday, September 19
6pm - Free
Son of Real Florida: Stories from My Life
with Jeff Klinkenberg
Friday, September 21
6pm - Free
Early Football History of Gainesville
with Fred Awbrey
Thursday, October 18
6pm - Free
Matheson Antique, Vintage Floridiana and Rare Book Sale
Saturday, October 20
10am-4pm - Suggested Donation $3 for 12 and up
Matheson Mystery Theatre Project
with Y-Not Theatre
October 25-26
More info to come!
Hometown Teams: Florida Sports History
with Steve Noll
Thursday, November 8
6pm - Free

MUSEUM RECEIVED
$2,000
TECHNOLOGY
GRANT
On May 31st the
Matheson received a
$2,000 technology grant
from the Capital City
Bank Group Foundation.
It will be used to
purchase an interactive
kiosk that will be located
in the main gallery.
The kiosk will give
visitors the opportunity
to dig deeper into the
exhibition topic by
interacting with
information, images, and
videos.
MUSEUM RECEIVED
$50,000 GRANT
FROM THE AEC
TRUST
On June 12th the
Matheson received a
$50,000 grant from the
AEC Trust, a private
foundation. Half of the
grant will fund a variety
of projects including new
seating and a screen and
projector for the
Matheson's Florida
History Speaker Series;
new indoor and outdoor
lighting at the museum’s
main building; and
landscaping outside the
museum and 1867
Matheson House. The
other half of the grant will
go toward general
program support at the
museum.
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FOLLOW US!

Matheson History Museum Membership
__ Renewal
__ New Membership

www.facebook.com/
mathesonhistorymuseum

Florida Revealed
blog
http://floridarevealed.
tumblr.com

@MathesonMuseum

mathesonmuseum

Matheson History Museum
513 E. University Avenue
Gainesville, FL 32601

Name:_____________________
Address:____________________

__ Student $15
__ Senior Individual $25
__ Individual $30
__ Family $40
__ Contributor $100
__ Benefactor $250
__ Sponsor $500
__ Circle of Friends $500 annual
pledge
__ Patron $1,000
__ Investor $2,500
__ Lifetime $10,000

__________________________
Phone #:____________________
Email: _____________________
__________________________
Make checks payable to
Matheson History Museum, Inc.

Please mail to 513 E. University Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32601
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